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CALIFORNIA

Exploring San Francisco, Lake Tahoe, Mammoth
Lakes, and Los Angeles

San Francisco - 3 Nights

Day 1: Arrival & Evening Exploration in San Francisco

Afternoon
e Arrive in San Francisco and check into your hotel.

Evening
o Take a leisurely stroll along Fisherman’s Wharf and Pier 39. Watch the sea lions
basking in the sun and enjoy fresh seafood at Boudin Bakery or Crab House.

Day 2: Iconic Landmarks & Neighborhoods in San Francisco

Morning
e Walk or bike across the Golden Gate Bridge, enjoying stunning views of the bay and
city skyline. Explore Golden Gate Park, where you can visit the de Young Museum or
the California Academy of Sciences.

Midday
e Head to Alamo Square to admire the famous "Painted Ladies" Victorian houses. Enjoy
lunch at a local café nearby.

Afternoon
e Visit Mission Dolores Park for a relaxing break with city views, then explore the vibrant
street art and murals in the Mission District, particularly along Clarion Alley.



Evening
e Savor delicious dim sum at Good Mong Kok Bakery in Chinatown or indulge in classic
Italian cuisine in North Beach, San Francisco’s historic Little Italy.

Day 3: History & Scenic Views

Morning
o Take aferry to Alcatraz Island (book tickets in advance) and explore the infamous
former prison with an audio tour and stunning Bay views.

Midday
e Visit Lombard Street, known as the "crookedest street in the world." Walk up or down
the steps alongside it for the best views. Then, head to Coit Tower (a short uphill walk
or drive) for panoramic city and bay views.

Afternoon
e Choose between hands-on science exhibits at the Exploratorium or indulging in
gourmet food at the Ferry Building Marketplace.

Evening

e End the day with breathtaking views from Twin Peaks, especially at sunset or after dark
when the city lights twinkle below.

Lake Tahoe - 2 Nights

Day 4: Road Trip from San Francisco to Lake Tahoe & Arrival Activities

Lake Tahoe is a large freshwater alpine lake in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, straddling the
California-Nevada border. It is famous for its crystal-clear waters, ski resorts, and year-round
outdoor recreation.



Morning
e Depart early from San Francisco for the 200-mile drive to Lake Tahoe (approximately
3.5-4 hours, depending on traffic and weather). Take Interstate 80 East for a scenic
and direct route.

Midday
e Stopinthe historic town of Truckee for a charming lunch at Moody’s Bistro (upscale
American cuisine in a rustic setting) or Jax at the Tracks (classic 1940s-style diner near
the train station).

Afternoon
e Arrive at North or South Lake Tahoe and check into your accommodation.

Evening
e Enjoy a stunning sunset at Kings Beach on the north shore, then have dinner at Gar
Woods Grill & Pier for lakeside dining with a view.

Day 5: Exploring Lake Tahoe's Natural Wonders

Morning
e Start the day with a breathtaking view at Emerald Bay, one of Lake Tahoe’s mosticonic
spots. Hike to Eagle Falls or take a short walk to Inspiration Point for panoramic lake
views.

Midday
e Headto Sand Harbor, famous for its crystal-clear waters and smooth granite boulders.
Relax on the beach, swim, paddleboard, or kayak.

Afternoon
e Explore Tahoe City or South Lake Tahoe, depending on where you're staying. Stroll
through local shops, enjoy lakeside dining, or visit the Gatekeeper’s Museum to learn
about Tahoe’s history.

Evening
e Conclude your day with a luxurious lakeside dinner at Edgewood Tahoe or The Bistro at
Edgewood. If you’re feeling lucky, visit one of the Stateline casinos like Harrah’s or



Hard Rock (do check for gambling age restrictions) for nightlife entertainment before
preparing for the return journey to San Francisco the next day.

Mammoth Lakes - 2 Night

Day 6 Depart from Lake Tahoe for Mammoth Lakes

The drive from Lake Tahoe to Mammoth Lakes covers approximately 160 miles (257 km) and
takes around 3.5 to 4 hours via US-395 S, depending on stops and road conditions.

Morning
e Start your day with a hearty American breakfast at Good Life Café. Then embark on a
1.5-hour drive (one way) to Bodie State Historic Park, the largest unrestored ghost
town in the West and California's official ghost town.

Midday
o After exploring Bodie, take a short nature walk around the area to fully soak in the
eerie, abandoned charm of the ghost town. If time allows, then drive to Lee Vining and
stop by the Mono Basin Scenic Area Visitor Center, where you can learn about the
region's unique geology and wildlife.

Afternoon
e Drive 45 minutes to Mono Lake's South Tufa area. Explore the fascinating limestone
towers and observe the unique ecosystem, home to migratory birds and brine shrimp.
Continue your journey to Mammoth Lakes and stop by the Mammoth Lakes Welcome
Center for maps and local tips.

Evening
e Head to Hot Creek Geological Site to witness the steaming hot springs and vibrant
mineral deposits during the golden hour—a perfect spot for photography. Indulge in a
high-end dining experience with mountain views at Skadi, a renowned restaurant
offering Scandinavian-inspired cuisine.



Day 7: Explore Mammoth Mountain and Lakes in Mammoth Lakes

Morning
e Kickstart your day by taking the Scenic Gondola from Mammoth Mountain Adventure
Center up to Eleven53 Interpretive Center, where you'll enjoy a 360-degree panoramic
view of the Sierra Nevada range. Spend some time exploring the interactive exhibits
before descending.

Midday
e Iftime permits, then rent a kayak or paddleboard at Lake Mary and enjoy a tranquil
time on the water, surrounded by mountain peaks.

Afternoon
e Ifyou're feeling active, opt for a hike around the Lakes Basin or take a bike ride along
the paved path from the town center to the Lakes Basin, soaking in the breathtaking
mountain landscapes.

Evening
e Drive 3.2 km past Mammoth Mountain Adventure Center to Minaret Vista and take in
the awe-inspiring sunset over the iconic Minarets—an unforgettable end to your
Mammoth Lakes adventure.

Yosemite National Park- 1 Night

Day-8 Mammoth Lakes to Yosemite National Park

Morning
e Start early and drive north on US-395, then west on Tioga Pass Road (Highway 120) to
enter Yosemite National Park (Tioga Pass is open seasonally, typically from late May to
early November). Make your first stop at Tuolumne Meadows, a serene alpine



landscape surrounded by granite domes. Enjoy a short hike to Lembert Dome for
panoramic views or take a leisurely walk along the Tuolumne River.

Midday

e Continue west along Tioga Road and stop at Tenaya Lake, a stunning high-altitude

lake. Relax by the shore, take a refreshing dip, or go kayaking (if you have your own
equipment).

Afternoon

e Head into Yosemite Valley, the heart of the park. Stop at Tunnel View for a breathtaking
panoramic view of El Capitan, Half Dome, and Bridalveil Fall.

Evening
e Since Glacier Point Road is closed until 2025, consider enjoying the sunset at Sentinel
Dome, which offers spectacular views of Half Dome and Yosemite Valley (a short 2.2-

mile round-trip hike). Alternatively, return to Tunnel View for a stunning dusk
perspective.

Los Angeles-1 Night

Day-9 Yosemite National Park to Los Angeles

Morning

e Startyour journey early with one last breathtaking view at Tunnel View, where you can
capture iconic vistas of El Capitan, Half Dome, and Bridalveil Fall. If time permits, take
a short walk to Bridalveil Fall for a close-up experience before heading out of the park.

Midday

e Drive south on CA-41 toward Fresno. Stop for lunch at Dog House Grill, a local favorite
known for its tri-tip sandwiches. Alternatively, if visiting on a weekend, check out
Gazebo Gardens, a scenic nursery with food trucks and live music (availability varies).

Afternoon

e Continue south on CA-99 through Bakersfield. If time allows, stop at the California
Living Museum (CALM), a wildlife park featuring native California animals (best for



families and nature lovers). If you prefer a quick break, grab a coffee at Covenant
Coffee before continuing your drive.

Evening
e Arrive in Los Angeles in the evening (traffic may add delays). Celebrate your journey
with dinner at Grand Central Market, offering a variety of local and international
cuisines. For a scenic dining experience, enjoy a meal at Perch, a rooftop restaurant
with stunning city skyline views.



